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“Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.” Exodus 20:8
I was visiting one of our members at the nursing home and she had been reading
some books by Rabbi Harold Kushner. She was tickled to think about the Rabbi’s
notion that the Jews invented the weekend. I’d like to think that it was God who
invented the weekend for the Jews and us but it is interesting to think about the
weekend in a different light. Not just a period of time where we try to get everything
done that we couldn’t get done during the week but as part of our Christian identity.
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For the Hebrew people, the Sabbath was part of their new identity. This
commandment came from God as part of the Ten Commandments while they were
wandering in the desert. They had been slaves in Egypt; working 24/7. Taking this day
of rest to worship the God who saved them said to them and to all who encountered
them that they were no longer slaves. Another way it also became part of Jewish
identity was as Jews rested on Sabbath, not working all the time like other cultures, it
showed that they trusted God to provide.
It is the same for Christians. Practicing Sabbath is a way we can resist and push back at
all that enslaves us. Christ calls us to live differently than the world. What is enslaving
you? Do you trust God to provide? Is belonging to our church part of your identity? Is
worshipping on Sunday morning part of your identity? Is following in the ways of
Jesus not just what you do but who you are?

Blessings,

Jackie
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
Treasurer
July Income $5,912.00

July Expenses $11,282.58

August Income $2,277.00 August Expenses $6,238.57

Missions
In the month of June we did our meals in a bag and put together 64 bags. 40 of them
went to the Gathering place in Torrington and 12 went to the Salvation Army and the
YMCA. The summer months seem to slow down with food collections but the need is
still there. For the month of September we will be collecting items for the food bank.
See the calendar below. If you can collect as many items as possible that would be
great. You can drop off your items at the church Tues morning or Thurs afternoon or
bring them to church on Sunday. All the organizations appreciate your donations.
Missions Committee
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wed

Thurs

Friday

Saturday

1 can of
fruit

2 peanut
butter

3 oatmeal

4 jam or
jelly

5 can of
vegetable

6 pay it
forward

7 can of
tuna

8 box of
mac n
cheese

9 hug
someone
who looks
sad

10 bottle
of salad
dressing

11
coffee

12 Tea

13 box of
cereal

14 Meal in
a can

15 Say
prayers
for
someone

16
granola
bars or
snacks

17 Toilet
paper

18
Kleenix

19 Tell
someone
they look
nice

20 Box of 21 can of
rice
beans

22 can of
soup

23
laundry
soap

24 Help
someone
at the
store

25 cake,
26 Jar of
cookie or Mayo
muffin mix

27Box of
28 donate
crackers
old toys or
or cookies clothes

29 Meal in 30 bottle
a can
of juice
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GREEN TEAM COMMITTEE
The Green Team had its first meeting in July and we decided to keep the name Green
Team. We are now working on a mission statement for our committee. The team has
taken on all aspects of turning the church into a cool congregation. So you say What is
a cool congregation? A cool congregation is a church that is gradually changing the
culture of our faith communities so that caring for creation becomes a central part of
what it means to be a person of faith. There are many pieces to becoming a cool
congregation and all of us have taken a piece of the puzzle and are working on areas
such as:Conservation & Energy Efficiency, Inspiring people at home, Grounds & water
conservation and Renewable Energy all to which will reduce the carbon footprint on our
planet that God has made for us and we have been neglecting.
Some of the things that will change are:new recycle containers, no more styrofoam
being used, using dishes instead of paper and many other things which are not as
noticable which will help save energy and lower costs for the church and save our
environment. If you wish to join our committee or would like information on going green
you can contact the church. Our next meeting will be on Sept.15th at 11:15.
General Synod -2019
It has been an action packed summer for many of us and mine started with a vacation with my whole
family, which was wonderful, but I wasn’t home more than 24hrs and I was on a plane for Milwaukee
and our church’s General Synod. General Synod is a biennial (once every two years) meeting with
delegations from all over the country. We worship together, we elect officers, and we vote on
resolutions. We took time to do service several different projects within the city and there was even a
protest march in front of the ICE building in Milwaukee. Worship, business, and social justice; all parts
of being the church.
Our Keynote speaker this year was Matthew Desmond who spoke about evictions and homelessness
and their effect on the cycle of poverty. You may remember I had asked anyone interested to read his
book, “Evicted,” and we discussed it one evening here before my going to Synod. He is a dynamic
speaker and knows the topic well as he embedded himself for a year in Milwaukee living in a rooming
house in one of the poorest sections of town and in a trailer park where he had no warm running water.
He now lives and teaches at Princeton in New Jersey
We had worship each day but for me Saturday night’s worship was outstanding. It was led by
immigrants and minorities within our wider church. African, Native-American, Indian, Southeast Asian,
Latinx…music and prayers, color and light. I really believe it was a slice of heaven; a place we will all live
together in harmony.
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Back to business: This year we re-elected the Rev. John Dorhauer as our General Minister and Rev.
Karen Georgia Thompson was elected to be Associate General Minister of Global Engagement. Several
resolutions were brought to the floor for discussion and vote:
Resolutions of Witness
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

To Abolish the growth and Existence of Private Prisons
A Commitment to Interreligious Relations and Deploring Religious Bigotry
Learning the Facts about the State of Global Forced Migration
To Stop using Plastic Foam (Styrofoam (R))
Support Energy Innovation and the Green New Deal
Denouncing Acts of Violence, Hatred, and Racism carried out in the name of Neo-nazi and White
Supremacy Ideologies.
Calling the United States to pull back and Prevent Nuclear War
Calling the UCC Board to bring a Bylaws Revisions that include Non-binary Gender Language.
Calling all Churches to have a discussion on what it means to follow Jesus
Protection of Immigrant Children and their Families
Support Survivors of Rape and Sexual Violence by a Church-wide Observance of Break the
Silence Sunday (btss)

Prudential Resolutions
●
●
●
●
●

The Creation of a new Conference in Southern New England (TA1)
Asked Conferences to create listening groups to Study the Resolution Process at Synod
Discerning the Basic Unit of life of the UCC for the 21st Century: Autonomy and Covenant
Mental Health community and LatinX to be considered as HUGS (historically underrepresented
groups)
Entering into Partnership with the Puerto Rican Church.

All the resolutions passed by overwhelming margins
Two resolutions were tabled. One never really came to the floor and the other became very emotional.
A compromise to table the resolution and have the Board deal with the question calmed everyone down
and was passed.
If you are interested and want to talk about any of these issues, let’s talk after church on September 8
during the picnic.

Jackie
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WINCHESTER CENTER DAY
SEPTEMBER 28, 2019
TIME 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Presented by
Winchester Center Congregational Church
Winchester Volunteer Fire Dept
Winchester Grange #74
Winchester Center Historical Association
Little Red Schoolhouse Association

VINTAGE CAR & MOTORCYCLE SHOW (Trophies)
REVOLUTIONARY WAR ENCAMPMENT
with Drill and Musket Demo at 11:30 & 1:30

LOCAL ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN

with Free (all ages) Watercolor Workshop at 11:00 & 1:00

● TOURS AND DEMONSTRATIONS
● MUSIC BY KEVIN & PETE

●
●

BAKE SALE (PIES, BREADS, COOKIES)

JOIN US FOR LUNCH ALL KINDS OF FOOD CHOICES, WAGON RIDES
AND SO MUCH MORE

WINCHESTER CENTER GREEN
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JOIN US FOR RALLY DAY
Celebrating the start of the new Sunday School year.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
RIGHT AFTER CHURCH WITH A POTLUCK
LUNCHEON. HAMBURGERS AND HOTDOGS ARE
SUPPLIED BY THE DEACONS. A SIGN UP SHEET FOR
A DISH TO SHARE IS IN THE FELLOWSHIP ROOM.
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Graduation Scholarship Recipients 2019
We had three graduates finish High school this year.
Myera Prevuznak who graduated a ½ a year early and will be heading
to Elms College studying Criminal Justice and Social Work.
Gregory Knapp will be heading to Northwestern CT Comm. College
Isaiah Miller will be spending time on his Garden Business and
pursuing other interests as well.
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BAPTISMAL NEWS
WE HAD THE PLEASURE OF BAPTISING 3 OF ADELINE STOUGHTON'S GREAT
GRANDCHILDREN ON JULY 28, 2019

We welcomed Adeline Stoughton's grandchildren and their partners as we baptized
her great-grandchildren: Connor, Bentley, and Andrew.
Connor Joseph Curcurato is the son of Kelli Stoughton and Ronnie Curcurato.
His godparents are Jackie and Salvatore Zavaglia. (Ronnie's sister and her
husband)
Bentley Daniel Stoughton is the son of Shannon Fox and Joshua Stoughton. His
godparents are Cassandra Ragalye and Gregory Horner. (friends of the couple)
Andrew James Mroz is the son of Ashley and Eric Mroz. His Godparents are
Nikki Mroz and Martin Cattey. (Eric's sister and brother-in-law)
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

For all those who have been taking the trash out.
Al Royer for mowing the lawn.
Bill Eichner for all that he has done for our little church on the hill.
Mary Sullivan for donating her time to playing the organ.
To Dave B and Bill A for all their work on the chapel.
For all the items brought in for the meals in a bag.
To everyone who helped out at the BBQ Chicken dinner fundraiser for Holly and
Lydia’s mission trip to Africa. Special thanks to Chris & Al Royer
Our fill in preachers: Amy, Todd, Pam and Dave while Jackie was gone.
Gary for taking care of the vandal of the green incidentals.
Holly and Judy for delivering the meals in a bag.
To Ginny & Moe for fellowship time set up and clean up.
To anyone else who has contributed in someway Thank you.
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Winchester Center Cong Church
P.O. Box 200
Winchester Center, CT 06094

WWW.winchestercentercongchurch.org
Phone: 860-379-8900
Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
Church School 10:00a.m.
Office Hours Secretary:
Tuesdays 9a.m -1:30 & Thursdays 11:30 - 5p.m.

Calendar of Events and Happenings - S
 eptember 2019
Sept. 01 Worship 10 - 11 a.m.
Sept. 08 Worship 10 - 11 a.m. Rally Day
Sept. 11 Sew Grateful 6:30 - 9 p.m.
Sept. 15 Worship 10 - 11 a.m.
Sept. 15 Green Team meeting 11:15
Sept. 22 Worship 10 - 11 a.m. Council meeting
Sept. 25 Sew Grateful 6:30 - 9 p.m.
Sept. 28 Winchester Center Day 10 - 2p.m.
Sept. 29 Worship 10 - 11 a.m. Doing Sunday
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