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A Note from Your Pastor
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.
Isaiah 43:19
Hi Everyone,
It has been a long and strange season starting back in March of 2020:
Lockdowns, masks, no visiting, virtual church, and now vaccines. We made
the best of it at first with a virtual church and then church on the Green. We
continued to help our less fortunate neighbors with food donations to several
different food banks and we even helped another church. I pray that we are
entering a time where we find our new “normal.”
Last year at this time we were unable to meet. The deacons had planned a
wonderful outdoor Christmas Eve but the weather was horrible that night.
(God’s way of telling us to stay home.) So we virtually took a stroll through
my house (met my daughter’s dog) on a ‘Journey to the Manger.’ This year
we will be able to be in person. I have a wonderful group of folks helping me
plan this Advent season to make it special, memorable, and meaningful. Our
theme is “The Inn: Housing the Holy.” We are going to cautiously begin to
sing, there will be a children’s message each week, and something for you to
take home as well.
Please join us and invite a friend or loved one to come with you. There is
always room here for all of God’s children.
Blessings

Jackie
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Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Winchester
Center Congregational Church will be
held Sunday, December 5th, 2021 after
worship at approximately 11:00am. We
will be informing the congregation how we made it through the
pandemic so far and discussing and voting on the budget for 2022. Our
Trustees and especially our Treasurer have worked very hard to keep us
going during this very difficult time. Please come and support them and
support your church.

Pledge Cards
If you haven't already done so, please send in your
pledge cards by the 28th of Nov. it helps us
determine our budget.
Well Project
As you can see the front of the church has been cleaned
up and trees have been taken down to prepare for the well
to be put in. The paperwork has been filed with the state
and the DPH and the project of drilling the well should be
approved and given the go ahead to be started soon.
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Decorating the Church for Christmas
Please stay after church on November 21st to help us get all the Christmas
decorations out of the attic and ready for the following week – the First Sunday of
Advent.
Then on
November 28th,
bring in
something to
make your
mark on the
decorating: A
special
ornament for
the tree, some pine boughs, pine cones,
whatever….
Let’s make this year super special by
celebrating being back together.

Annual Graham Waldron Christmas Tree Lighting
and Carol Sing
Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021 @ 4:00pm
Come and join us for an afternoon of
fun, wonder, and song as we begin
the Advent season by singing carols,
enjoying a warm beverage, and
lighting up the Christmas tree on the
Green in Winchester Center. Warm
beverages, fire pit, and S’mores will
be provided.
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Our Advent theme is “The Inn: Housing the Holy.” We will explore how each of us
is a temple for the holy and how we can become as people and as a church more
open to everyone who needs a soft place to land, an open embrace, or a spiritual
home - a place to be known and loved for who they are.
November 28 – “Make Room” (Hope)
December 5 – “A Place at the Table” (Peace) – we will celebrate communion
December 12 – “How Much is Enough?” (Joy)
December 19 – “A Room with a View” (Love)
December 24 – “The Inn” – Christmas Eve
December 26 – “Dwelling” – Sunday after Christmas
If you would like to bring in something from home to decorate the church, bring it
on Sunday November 28.
Worship Precautions: Please wear a mask if you are unvaccinated. Please wear a mask if you want to
sing. Please space yourselves at least 6 feet apart per family unit. Wash your hands and try not to touch
your face. If you are not feeling well, please watch online from home. Please remember that these
safety precautions are for the immunocompromised and the little ones who cannot yet receive the
vaccine.
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MISSIONS
We are collecting non-perishable items for The Salvation Army food
drive. Please bring them to church and leave them in the blue bin by the
side door anytime. One of the volunteers for The Salvation Army lives
in the area and picks the items up on Mondays. We are also collecting
gently used coats, hats, mittens, scarves and gloves. Thank you for being
so generous each week.

Susan B. Anthony
We will be participating in the SBA adopt a family for the holidays. They
will be following the same protocol as last year and are asking for gift cards
from local businesses no greater than $25.00 increments. Some ideas; Aldi,
Price Rite, T.J. Maxx, Amazon, Walmart, Target or gas cards. Please bring
gift cards to church by Dec. 5th so SBA can distribute them to the parents.

Annual Blue Christmas Service

Our Blue Christmas worship is to honor the feelings that we have in this
season that aren’t merry and jolly. We hold close the feelings of loss,
fear, depression and anything else that makes the season difficult. Our
worship will be a little different this year. We will be doing it together
with the Harwinton and Goshen Churches.
It will be Monday night, December 20th @ 7:00pm at the
Church of Christ Congregational, 5 Old Middle Street, Goshen.
Please join us for this special service and
Please invite and bring anyone you know who might need it.
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Christmas Eve
Christmas Eve service
will be held
Friday, December 24th
at 6:00pm

Christmas Gifts for Babies
Let’s continue our tradition of collecting items for babies. During the month of
December, let’s collect items for babies in honor of the baby Jesus. It can be
anything: outfit, rattle, baby food, diapers, wipes, bowls and spoons…..
Bring them any Sunday and place them under the tree.
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●
●
●
●
●

All the people donating food for the food bank
Bill Eichner for taking out the stumps
Everyone sending in their pledges
Royers for doing the lawn
To all those who helped do the fall clean up, Jon Stenman ,
Scott Galway, Evan Vold, Gary Giordano, Victor Leger, Kyle
Canning, Larry Joy, MaryPat and Aurora Leger and Pastor
Jackie.
● All the people working on getting the well moving forward
● Amy Gifford-Knapp, Gayle Micca, Pam Wright and Todd
Miller for covering the pulpit while Pastor Jackie was away.
● Everyone who takes out the garbage.
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Winchester Center Cong Church
P.O. Box 200
Winchester Center, CT 06094
Phone: 860-379-8900

WWW.winchestercentercongchurch.org
Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
Church School 10:00a.m.
Office Hours Secretary:
Call before you come
Hours are flexible

Calendar of Events & Happenings Nov/Dec 2021
Nov. 21 - worship 10:00 a.m Decorate Church after worship
Nov. 28 - Worship 10:00 a.m. Bring a decoration for the
church. Advent begins
Nov. 28 - 4:00p.m. tree lighting and carol sing
Dec. 05 - Worship 10:00 a.m. & Annual Meeting 10:45
Dec. 12 - Worship 10:00 a.m.
Dec. 20 - Blue Christmas 7:00 p.m.(Goshen Church of Christ)
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Worship 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 26 - Worship 10:00 a.m.
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