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A Note From Your Pastor
Hi Everyone,
Before I begin, I just want to say that I miss you all so much and I think about you
and pray for you daily.
For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Romans 8:25-26
As many of you know I am an inauguration junkie. I watched all day. I admit I cried
seeing the first woman vice-president (and a woman of color at that). But I must
say I was so taken by the young poet Amanda Gorman. Her poem and her delivery
of it made my heart soar with hope.
The gray weather and the pandemic have gotten me down. It feels so hard to try to
do God’s work in a vacuum with all the pain and sorrow of these difficult times, yet
when I come in on Fridays and find the food and the soup in the bin by the door and
Holly lets me know who has given this week I am uplifted and reminded that this is
not forever. I hope.
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Our faith is based on hope. The hope of knowing that there is more than just this
plane of existence. The hope that we will eventually see those we love and miss
who have died and gone on to that different plane of existence. The hope that
History moves towards Justice even if it seems too slow and never in a straight line.
The hope that we will see each other again after the pandemic. The hope that soon
there will be more light in the days, spring will come, and the pandemic will
eventually lessen and end. I know that will happen because I have faith and that
faith comes from hope. And Paul, in the book of Romans tells me that I also need
patience too.
It makes me think of the old hymn…My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus
blood and righteousness…On Christ the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is
sinking sand; all other ground is sinking sand.
Blessings,

Jackie
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Lenten Weekly Wednesday Worship @ 7pm on Facebook Live
Each of us is created a precious and holy vessel of embodied love. We have been through a
harrowing time since last Lent that has shattered our sense of wholeness–body, mind, and
spirit–like a glass vessel fractured into pieces. We are hoping to make this Lent a “season of
recovery” for our physical, communal, mental, intellectual, and environmental health. We will
explore the healing narratives of Jesus from the gospel of Matthew. Here is an overview.

February 17 - Ash Wednesday: Shattered
Matthew 11: 28-30

February 24 - Lent 1: Treasure (Physical Health)
Matthew 8: 1-4, Matthew 8: 16-17

March 3

- Lent 2: Safe Keeping (Community/Economic Health)
Matthew 8: 5-13

March 10

- Lent 3: Stories (Mental Health)
Matthew 9: 27-33

March 17

- Lent 4: Different Pictures (Intellectual Health)
Matthew 9: 18-26

March 24

- Lent 5: Restoration (Environmental Health)
Matthew 8: 18-27

Thursday April 1 – Maundy Thursday Worship
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Lenten Giving Calendar
The usual practice for lent is
to give something up. Why
not give up something that
others need. Please look at
this Lenten Giving Calendar
and give what you can. You
can leave the items in the
blue bin outside the church
door.

February
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

2021
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Ash Wednesday
Peanut Butter

Jar of jelly

Can of stew

Can of Soup

21

22
Box of cereal

23
Canned fish

24
Shelf stable milk

25
Shampoo

26
Dish
detergent

27
Feminine
Hygiene

28
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March
Sunday

Monday

2021
Tuesday

Wednesday

1
Box of pasta

2
Bag of rice

7

14

9
Box of granola
bars

15
Can of chili

21

22
Shaving cream

28

29

Canned chicken

Instant mashed
potatoes

24
Can of vegetables

30

Can of nuts

Cooking oil

13
Shelf stable
milk

19
Toilet paper

25
Box of mac &
cheese

6

12

18
Can of Soup

23

5

11

17
Bar of soap

Can of fruit

Can of beans

10

16

Saturday

4
Applesauce

Bottle of dried herbs
or spices

Baby food

Friday

3
Laundry detergent

8
Crackers

Thursday

20
Toothpaste

26
Canned fish

27
Bag of rice

31

Deodorant

April

2021
1

2

3

Maundy Thursday
Lotion

4

5

6

7

Can of fruit

8

Can of
vegetables

9

10

Easter
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It’s not too late to send in your pledge cards.
STEWARDSHIP LETTERS
“B eloved, let us love one another, because love is from
God; everyone who loves is born of God and

knows God.”

1 John 4:7

If you haven’t received a pledge card and wish to have one please let
Holly know so she can get it out to you. Please note we have a new
checkbox this year for estate planning.

DIRECTORY UPDATES
I am updating the directory so if you have changed your
address or email address or phone number please contact the
church office so I can make the changes. I would like to finish
it by the end of March so we will have it in April when I get
back.

Souper January
The month of January has been a wonderful souper
collecting month. We collected 132 cans of soup so
far. Thank you to all that donated!
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MISSIONS
 We are still collecting items for  The Salvation

Army food drive. Please bring to church by Friday at
noon or you can leave them in the bin by the door
anytime. Items needed are:Non perishable foods, personal
care products:shampoo, conditioner, soap, shower gel,
deodorant, toothpaste, laundry detergent, softener and
dish soap etc…
Thank you for being so generous each week.
We also could use hats, mittens, scarves and jackets
(lightly worn) to distribute to those in need as well.

Gifts for Baby
The items collected for babies:
694 Diapers, 3 pkgs Unscented Wipes, 1
outfits, 12 pouches of Baby Food, 3 cans of
Formula, 1 travel Toy, 3 bibs and 9 blankets.
Thank you to all that donated. It was
distributed among the Salvation Army, Diaper
Bank and Family Strides.
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To those who brought baby gifts
Jackie, Gary and Holly for delivering baby items
To the snow shovelers
All the people donating food for food bank
Amy & Jackie for the Virtual tree Lighting Ceremony
The deacons for bringing us Blue Christmas Service
All who brought soup for Souper January
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Winchester Center Cong Church
P.O. Box 200
Winchester Center, CT 06094
Phone: 860-379-8900

WWW.winchestercentercongchurch.org
Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
Church School 10:00a.m. cancelled for now
Office Hours Secretary:
Call before you come
Hours are flexible

Calendar of Events & Happenings - Jan/Feb 2021
January 24, FB live worship 10:00 a.m.
January 31, FB live worship 10:00 a.m
February 07, FB live worship 10:00 a.m
February 14, FB live worship 10:00 a.m
Feb. 17 Lenten Worship @ 7pm on Facebook Live
February 21, FB live worship 10:00 a.m
Feb. 24 Lenten Worship @ 7pm on Facebook Live
February 28, FB live worship 10:00 a.m
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