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Higher Ground 

Some Assembly Required 

                     A NOTE FROM YOUR PASTOR        February, 2018 

 

 

We will soon be entering the Lenten season.  When we think of the Lenten season, we often 

times think of giving up something or taking on something, introspection, and disorienting 

feelings as God disrupts the flow by first coming to us on earth and now challenging us with 

his teachings.  A move from thinking of God as all-powerful to God as willing to be humili-

ated and die.  But I was wondering, do we ever think of Lent as a season of love? 
 

We have the unique circumstance this year where Lent begins (Ash Wednesday) on that 

Hallmark holiday of love: Valentine’s Day.  A day marked to celebrate love.  Throughout the 

Lenten season we will hear the stories of Jesus love for us through his teachings, healings, 

and sacrifice.  He will show us his love as he is humiliated, mocked, and tortured for us. And 

the season will end with Easter, with Jesus’ resurrection triumph over death; proving how 

much God loves us by showing us the other side of death. 
 

Maren Tirabassi wrote a reflection about Lent (below) where she is basically saying God 

loves you even if you are stripped of all the things that you think you need to be good enough 

for others. She also gives us some thoughts about how to be more open to God’s love through-

out this Lenten season. 
 

Lent loves you. 

Lent loves you without your clothes 

Lent loves you without your education or job. 

Lent loves you without your family and friends, 

  Without your homes, 

  Without your Crate & Barrel, IKEA, Dollar Store, thrift shop stuff. 

Lent loves you without your tattoos, 

  Without the ring you are not wearing anymore, 

  Without Facebook or LinkedIn. 

Lent loves you, 

 If you are young, without SAT scores, 

 If you are old, without your memory. 

Lent loves you…without…can you name something? (What did you think of?) 

Lent is the name of the season when we celebrate – Yes,  celebrate! 

 God loving us, bare and simple. 

     Some of us remind ourselves of this love 

By consciously letting go one or more things for six weeks. 

     Some of us try to quiet all the inside and outside critics 

So that we can be open to God. 

     Some of us feel full, abundant— 

And want to give some time or energy or money away. 

     Fasting, prayer, and alms are the old-fashioned tags 

For things we do n Lent 

     Join us… Lent loves you without your clothes. 

God loves you always!             Maren Tirabassi  

 

So, however you decide to mark this Lenten season, whether you give something up, take 

something on, or spent time in meditation and introspection, whatever you do…..include love.  

Loving God, Loving others, and Loving yourself.    

Blessings, Jackie 
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LEADER’S RETREAT  RECAP 

January 20th, 2018 was a good day at Silver lake with six of us in     

attendance along with guest speaker Rev. Susan Townsley.  It was a 

very productive retreat.  We came up with some amazing ideas and 

ways to better our why!  Why we do what we do!  Our reason was to 

be Christ’s hands and feet. 

 We participated in a group discussion regarding what is called 2+ 

Feedback.  This is when you work with an idea that comes forward.  

When someone proposes an idea you have to think of two positive ob-

servations about the idea before you say anything to the negative.  

We think this is something we all need to do in our daily activities. It 

makes people feel worthy and a part of the why! 

Some of the idea’s we thought about to help create awareness of our why is to set 

up a booth at Winsted Days and offer people a chance to buy some supplies for 

the Church World Service Buckets and offer time to pray with them. 

To do something at Winchester Center Days that promotes our why!   

To have a 5K race, tag sale and more fundraisers that include our why. 

 

We need to be better about holding onto our why.  We can’t grow our church 

unless our idea’s are explicitly connected to our why! 
      

 

                                                                                               Let’s  

reconnect  

   to our WHY! 
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It is with great sadness that we mourn the 

deaths of our beloved brothers Rollie Miller 

and Phil Hurlbut.  They sure will be missed. 

 

 Service information is as follows: 

Rollie Miller   Calling Hours — February 16th 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

Kenny Funeral Home  

39 Maple Ave. Norfolk CT  860-542-5621 

Service of Celebration of Life—February 17th @ 11:00 WCCC 

Reception Lunch to follow downstairs at WCCC 

Phil Hurlbut The services for Phil will be private.  The family 

has requested that if you wish to make a donation in Phil’s 

memory you can send it to the Winchester Center Vol. Fire 

Dept. P.O. Box 20 Winchester Center, CT 06094 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 25, 2018 

Right after church 

Potluck luncheon to follow.  Sign up 

sheet is in the fellowship room. 
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SALVATION ARMY THANK YOU 
The Salvation Army Winsted Regional Service Center would like to thank all those that supported us during the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas season. Many thanks to the Bell Ringers that withstood the cold; to Stop & Shop for 

their support; and to the many local businesses and people that provided monetary, food and toy donations through the 

Season. 

 
Donations of (turkeys, hams, chickens, canned goods, etc.) made it possible for us to provide 188 families with food 

baskets for Thanksgiving and 200 families for Christmas!   

 
Thanks to everyone that donated children’s toys. These donations helped provide gifts for 174 children! 

 
This year's Red Kettle Campaign was especially successful resulting in a grand total of $7,400! 90% of the donations 

stay local and will enable us to keep the food pantry shelves stocked.  

 
In Fiscal Year 2017, The Salvation Army provided assistance to 884 families with 2148 total visits to the food pantry. 

In addition, we assisted 102 households with Comprehensive Emergency Assistance through services at The Winsted 

Regional Service Center.   

 
Thanks to you and this wonderful community, we look forward to "Doing the Most Good" that we can in Winsted in 

FY2018! 

 
Thank you all!!! 

  
Pam 

 

DOING SUNDAY DECEMBER 31 

THE THEME WAS BABY ITEMS 

We collected over 800 diapers, lots of wipes, formula 

and baby food, clothing, spoons and bibs.  The diapers 

went to the diaper bank, the food went to the salvation 

army and the rest of the items went to WIC to whom 

all were very grateful for our donations. 
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Victor, Marty and Gary for taking out the trash. 

To everyone who participated in the special Christmas service. 

All those who attended the retreat! 

To anyone who filled in for the Millers and got coffee time together and cleaned up. 

To everyone who helped take down and put away all the Christmas decorations. 

Special thanks to Judy, Chris & Holly for putting together the Baked Potato dinner. 

Special thanks to those who helped setup and cleanup for the Baked Potato dinner and 
who baked the yummy desserts. 

To everyone who has supported Holly on her mission trip to Africa.  

To the Royer’s and anyone else who has shoveled the walks.  

Thank you… 
 
 

 

 

 

God is Majesty 

God is everywhere, 

                           And he holds all things:    

    The earth, the heavens, 

    And the creatures that live in them. 

    His glory is grander than the heavens. 

    When we try to imagine such greatness, 

    It can be a little scary, 

    But we can also just be amazed  

 

 

Even though we cannot see or touch God, the Bible does describe God in many ways.  I purchased a book that describes 

some of these different ways.  Over the next few months I will share these images as space allows.  The book is called 

“Images of God for Young Children” by Marie-Hélène Delval.  It is published by Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, 

Grand Rapids, MI. 
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WINCHESTER CENTER CONG CHURCH  
PO BOX 200  
WINCHESTER CENTER,  C T 06094  

 
Calendar of Events & Happenings - February 2018 

 
Feb 04 Worship 10-11 a.m. 
Feb 11 Worship 10-11 a.m. 
Feb 14 Sew Grateful 6:30-9 p.m. Quilt Committee meeting 
Feb 14 Ash Wed Service 7 p.m. 
Feb 17 Roland Miller Memorial Service 11 a.m. 
Feb 18 Worship 10-11 a.m. 
Feb 25 Worship 10-11 a.m. and  
 Annual Meeting and Potluck 
Feb 28 Sew Grateful 6:30-9 p.m. 
 
                
 

Www.winchestercentercongchurch.org 

winchestercentercongchurch@yahoo.com 

Phone: 860-379-8900 

Sunday Worship 10:00am 

Church School 10:00am 

Office Hours Secretary: 

Tuesdays: 12:00pm 5:00pm- 

Thursdays: 12:00pm 5:00pm 


